Introduction
Genital human papillomavirus (HPV) infections occur in both sexes and there is strong evidence to suggest that they can be sexually transmitted. ' Hybridisation occurred at 68°C overnight. The membrane was then washed sequentially in 2 x SSC/0-1% SDS, 1 x SSC/0 1% SDS and 0 1 x SSC/0-1% SDS, at 65°C. The membrane was exposed to X-ray film (Amersham MP hyperfilm) at -70'C overnight. Membranes were re-exposed for 7 days if necessary. After hybridisation with a pooled HPV 6/11 probe, the membrane was stripped of probe by washing with 0 4 M NaOH for 30 minutes at 45'C and reprobed with HPV 16. Restriction enzyme digestion: Semen specimens positive by Southern hybridisation were further examined by restriction enzymic digestion. An 800 p1 aliquot of each HPV-positive semen specimen was spun in a microcentrifuge for 30 seconds. The DNA was extracted from the pellet and supernatant fractions separately using the procedures described previously. The In order to determine the extent of HPV shedding into semen, we have tested specimens from males attending a Genitourinary Medicine (GUM) clinic for treatment of intrameatal penile warts. By Southern blot analysis, 40% and 0% were positive for types 6/11 and 16 respectively. By PCR, all were positive for HPV 16 DNA and 19 of 20 (95%) positive for HPV 6/11. It is interesting to note that HPV 16 could be detected in all specimens by PCR but in none by Southern blot. We know the limits of detection of Southern blot and PCR to be approximately 104 and 10-50 HPV DNA copies respectively (data not shown). Although HPV 16 is shed into semen, clearly the number of viral genome copies is lower than that of HPV 6/11. Types 6 and 11 are 
